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northern length, four on the eastern breadth, seven on the
southern length, and three on the western breadth. The
most sacred of these gates are the Gate of Peace (Sahim)
and the Gate of Purity (Sa&). The Gate of Peace, through
which the pilgrims must enter, taking care to say the pre-
scribed prayer on its threshold, leads into the extreme
north-eastern end of the Harem ; while the Gate of SafA is
the one in the centre of the southern length, through which
the pilgrims must pass out in order to say their prayers on
the platform beyond, from which platform, indeed, the
gate takes its name of Purity. There are no doors to
these gates, and from every one a flight of steps conducts
the Faithful down to the Harem, the surface of which lies
about twelve feet below that of the streets, dipping gradu-
ally another three feet towards the centre, where the
Ka'bah stands ; and on the xvalls of each gate are inscribed
the names of the four Caliphs, Abu Bekr, 'Omar, 'Gthmdri,
and 'AIL The Shiahs, having rubbed their hands on the
name of the fourth Caliph, raise them to their faces, and
say: "May peace be with Muhammad and with his
people."

To the best of my reckoning, there are some five
hundred and seventy-five pillars in the colonnade that
runs round the four sides of the Harem. But the
Muhammadans, in general, have a prejudice against
counting them, and the Meccans, in particular, declare
them to be " innumerable/' The eastern side of the
Harem is enclosed by a single row of columns, while the
other sides have columns three deep. These columns,
roughly speaking, measure about two feet in diameter and
twenty feet in height. Some of them bear Arabic inscrip-
tions that are scarcely legible now, and others are
strengthened by means of iron bands or by iron shafts
running from top to bottom. Every third column is